































Ss. Mary’s, Mark’s & Charles Borromeo  
Roman Catholic Parishes 
Primary School Newsletter

Fr. Paul’s desk... 

Advent Waiting. 

Is there anything you are looking forward to at the moment 
– a special birthday maybe, a concert you bought tickets for 
ages ago, one of those special sports events or just a meeting 
with someone you haven’t seen for a while.  And often the 
phrase we use is “I can’t wait till…….!” 

And Christmas is one of those “can’t wait events”, especially 
for children. In fact “can’t wait” is the reason why the 
festivities seem to start earlier and earlier each year – the 
shops “can’t wait” either. 

Advent is the season that teaches us how to wait. It invites 
us to enter the spirit of all those who had to wait for the 
promised Messiah/Saviour. They didn’t know when he would 
come, but were prepared to wait patiently. 

So, use Advent well; Christmas will come, don’t start it too 
soon

Usual Weekend Mass Times 
St. Mary’s (M27 4UR) 

Sunday 11am 
St. Mark’s (M27 6BY) 

Sunday 9.45am, 4pm 
St. Charles Borromeo (M27 9PD) 

Saturday (Vigil) 6pm 
Sunday 8.45am, 11am

Carols by candlelight  
(Primary schools leading carols) 

St. Charles Church, 13/12/18, 7pm,  
hot chocolate, mulled wine & mince pies

GMP Choir and Parish Christmas Markets 
St. Mary’s parish hall from 5pm, 20/12/18 

 (GMP Choir, 7.30pm) 
Entry £2. Prize for best Christmas Jumper

December events in the Parish. 
Events for the whole parish!

@stcharlesswinton @stcharlesswinton@swintonstcharle

St. Mary’s (M27 4UR) 
Christmas Eve 6pm children and families 

Mass 
St. Mark’s (M27 6BY) 

Christmas Eve 8pm Carols,  8.30pm 
Mass 

Christmas Day 10am 
St. Charles Borromeo (M27 9PD) 

Christmas Eve 6pm, 8.30pm 
Christmas Day 8.45am, 11am 

“Come let us adore him”

Join our family and kids choir 



































Mrs Raynor’s desk... 

Saint Mary’s Roman 
Catholic Primary School is 
rooted in the Gospel Values 

and the vision of Saint 
Mary.  Saint Mary tells 

us: 
“God is love and He loves us 

as we are.” 
We value one another in a 

caring community, 
reflecting God’s love and 
compassion for all.  We 

follow Mary’s example to 
pray, grow in faith and 

place our trust in God.  We 
inspire to be the best we 

can, use our gifts and 
talents from God and 

celebrate our 
achievements.   

As a school, we are looking 
forward to building strong 

links with our new 
combined parish.  Our 
vision is to provide our 
school community of St. 

Mary’s with new 
opportunities, 

responsibilities and 
experiences to share in the 

life of Jesus.  We 
anticipate that all our 
children will be able to 
learn and live out the 

Gospel values in a 
thriving, nurturing and 

supportive Catholic 
community.

St. Mary’s Pupil chaplains explain ‘Advent’ 

in their own words... 

“Advent is preparation for Jesus’ birth.” 

(Aaron and Luke) 

“Advent is the time when we get closer to 

Jesus.” 
(Isabella)

The 8th December marks one of our 
Parish Church’s Feast Day:  

The Immaculate Conception.

The Immaculate Conception 
refers to Mary being conceived 

without original sin - God 
preserved her from sin!

Each one of us knows that we sometimes 
or even often get things wrong. The sins 
we commit DO NOT define us, after all 

we are Jesus’ brothers and sisters, and He 
can take our sins away. 

During Advent there will be opportunities 
to come to confession, encounter Jesus, 
have your sins forgiven and have a fresh 

start to your life.

What a wonderful thing 
we have; the gift of 

reconciliation - complete 
forgiveness of sins.

For more information see our parish newsletter or 
follow our social media sites. 😉

How are we going to mark the celebration of the 
Immaculate Conception? 

Saturday 8th December  

12 Noon: Mass and crowning of Mary,  
Marian procession.  

Jacobs join after Mass  
(please bring a food item to share)

Sister Linda’s thought for Advent... 

Advent is a time to prepare for the gifts of Jesus 
who brings us faith, hope, and love. We are invited 
to spread those gifts with other people, especially 
our family; never get tired of telling your loved 
ones how much they mean to you. 


































Each Wednesday Mass is 
celebrated in our primary 

schools; on a rota system.  

Fr. Paul, Fr. Gavin, and Sr. 
Linda (Daughter of Divine Charity) 

visit the Primary Schools within our Parish to 
share the faith with the children through the 
celebration of Mass or The Wednesday Word 
(celebration of the Word of God). 

In the afternoon Fr. Gavin and Sr. Linda visit St. 
Ambrose RC College and 
work with the GIFT team 
(students passionate about 
their faith who witness to 
the other students). There is 
also a visit to the VI Form.  

Please pray for the children in our schools

Mrs Garner’s desk... 
St Mark’s is a school where each child is valued and is given the opportunity to 
develop to his/her fullest potential in a supportive and caring Catholic environment.  
St Mark’s is a happy school where children are encouraged to aim for the highest 
standards in all that they do. Above all we value every single child as an individual. 
We have a supportive Governing Body and committed staff who are dedicated to 
making St Mark’s a place where children can live out our school mission statement. 
The joining of our parishes is an exciting time; one which we hope will bring more 
opportunities for our children and families to be part of a warm and supportive 
community of God.

St. Mark’s Pupil Chaplains thoughts on 
who Jesus is ... 

“The light of the world.” 

“A miracle maker” 

Favourite story about Jesus 

“The feeding of the 5000.” 

“He turned water into wine.” 

(Angelo & Josh) 

Sacramental 

Programme 

Ss. Mary’s, Mark’s, and Charles 
Borromeo children have begun 

the Sacramental Programme. It 
is a great joy of the Church to 

welcome the children, and 
prepare them for receiving 

Jesus in the Eucharist for the 
first time. 

Any parents/ Carers who would 
like to become a Catholic or 

learn more about the Catholic 
faith are invited to come along 
to the RCIA (Rite Of Christian 

Initiation Of Adults), each 
Wednesday till Christmas (7pm, 

St. Mark’s Presbytery) 

😇 # ⛪

Reflection by Fr. Gavin. 

One of my favourite songs from The Greatest 
Showman film is ‘Rewrite the Stars’, one particular 

line of the song really speaks to me: “it’s up to you, it’s 
up to me”. This is something important about our 

faith; we are in relationship with God! If we tell 
God what we want, and listen to what He is 

calling us to then “maybe the world can be 
ours”; the world of love, peace and 

happiness we all want. Let’s ask God 
what He wants and respond 

generously. 














Dear parishioners, 
We are very, very proud of the children and parish community at St Charles RC Primary 
School.  St Charles is a really special place, where Jesus Christ is at the heart of 
everything we do.  We try to live out Christ's mission in the world through the work we 
do in school and in our wider community.  We know that Jesus wants us to love the poor 

and our regular fundraising and voluntary work at Cornerstone Day Centre for the 
homeless in Manchester is a special example of how we live our mission.  We also teach the 

children about their brothers and sisters across the world who need their love and help through our links to 
Mary's Meals and Mission Possible in Nairobi, Kenya. 
We are an inclusive school, where everyone is loved and respected as a child of God.  We know that self esteem 
is the key to learning and our caring staff do their best to raise the children's self esteem everyday.  Our 
curriculum is exciting and vibrant: Music, Art, Drama, PE and Humanities are given high priority because we 
want the children to be well rounded individuals.  We are not afraid to take risks and we love learning 
outdoors in our forest school, celebrating God's beautiful creation. 
We wish you the very best for the season of Advent and we hope you enjoy this Holy time with your families. 
God bless  

Mrs C x

St. Charles Pupil Chaplain reflects on what prayer 
is...  

Prayer is spending time with God and asking him 
to do helpful things in your life, by Oliver 

Williams aged 10 

Oliver Williams aged 10 
- St. Charles Borromeo -

Baubles help to decorate the 
Christmas Tree, and remind us 
of the things that make our 

life so colourful and beautiful.  

Can you think of two things 
which you are thankful for? 
Write these in the baubles…

In December our Mini Vinnies will be living out the message of the St.Vincent de 
Paul Society with lots of exciting initiatives including ; carol singing at local 
care homes, encouraging Advent Acts of Kindness in school, collecting goodies 
for the Mini Vinnies Christmas Grocery Appeal and running a stall at the Parish 
Christmas Markets. The children have been wonderful this term and are 
showing signs of becoming great Young Vincentians in the future! Please help to 
support them by donating some christmas treats for their appeal, and visiting 
their gingerbread stall at the Parish Christmas market, 20th Dec, 5pm onwards , 
St. Mark’s Parish Centre (M27 6BY).


